Sir,?We are desirous, through the medium of your Journal, to lay before the profession a statement of certain facts which we conceive to be of the highest importance to the medical world.
On Surely this is a matter which the heads of our profession should take up and use their influence to have settled on some satisfactory basis. We cannot doubt, that if proper means were taken to represent the hardships we have spoken of, regulations for the proper payment of scientific witnesses would be instituted. In the meantime, the profession should hold itself aloof from incurring any responsibility connected with giving evidence in Crown cases, and, where circumstances make it impossible for them to do so, they should refuse to speak to anything but matters of fact, retaining to themselves any professional opinion which may be demanded of them by counsel till such time as they are acknowledged to stand in a different position from that of ordinary witnesses. Of course it is the duty of every citizen to give evidence wherever and whenever he may be desired to do so as to facts; but it is preposterous to suppose that any man's skilled opinion can be demanded of him unless he be properly remunerated.
We would now earnestly impress upon the profession the necessity for some combined action in these matters, as it is one which involves not only their individual comfort, but also their dignity as a body. The idea of the President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh attending the Circuit Court at
